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previously published in the Atlantic Monthly; the second, "The Cosmic 
Roots of Love and Self-Sacrifice," originally delivered as the Phi Beta 
Kappa oration at Harvard, 1895 ; the third, "The Everlasting Reality 
of Religion." 

The first essay presents the familiar consideration that knowledge 
of evil is essential to the development of moral character, but supplies 
new illustrations from the general evolutionary process. The second 
essay urges, in opposition to Huxley's famous Romanes lecture, the 
argument that the cosmic process has, after all, its ethical side in spite 
of its seeming cruelty and relentless struggle for existence. Family 
life is the source of love and self-sacrifice, and this is a part of the 
cosmic process. The effect of the lengthening of infancy, which Mr. 
Fiske has previously brought to notice, is again forcibly stated. 
The third essay attempts to find in the doctrine of evolution an 
entirely new argument for theism. Starting with the general con- 
ception of life as response to environment, we find that at an early 
period of human life the soul began to put itself into relation with a 
supposed ethical world not visible to the senses. This fact is the most 
important in human development. If this "is a relation of which only 
the subjective term is real and the objective term is non-existent, it is 
something utterly without precedent in the whole history of creation." 
It would be to suppose that in this case progress was achieved, not by 
adjustment to reality, but by adjustment to non-reality. But the 
argument in this form would surely prove too much, and applied at 
various times in the past would have justified many a hard-dying 
superstition. The fact that an unseen ethical world has become a 
reality for the human mind is certainly a fact of prime importance in 
determining our theory of the mind, and hence our theory of that 
reality of which the mind is the crowning expression ; but it is too short 
and easy a method to assume that every belief valuable to human 
progress has an objective correlate. 

J. H. Tufts. 

The University of Chicago. 



Aspects of Religious and Scientific Thought. (The Eversley 
Series.) By Richard Holt Hutton. London: Macmil- 
lan & Co.; New York: The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp. 
xi + 425. $1.50. 

The title "Aspects " indicates precisely the strength and the limita- 
tions of this book. There is no logical construction of a theological 
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system in this collection of articles from the Spectator. They give fifty or 
more random points of view, for the most part controversial, reveal- 
ing the author's own doctrine only so far as it comes out in refutation 
of this or that writer who comes under his review. For the past thirty 
years every writer of note who has ventured to discuss religious topics 
has had to run the gauntlet of the searching criticism of the Spectator. 
Professors Clifford, Tyndall, Huxley, Sidgwick, Jowett, and Wace ; 
Drs. Martineau and Abbott; Canons Liddon and Kingsley; Car- 
dinal Newman ; Messrs. Gladstone, John Morley, Herbert Spencer, 
Frederic Harrison, John Stuart Mill, George MacDonald, Matthew 
Arnold, Clough, Tennyson, Browning, and a host of lesser lights, are 
called to account for the faith, or lack of faith, that is in them. Such 
subjects as " Creeds and Worship," " The Various Causes of Scepti- 
cism," "The Spiritual Fatigue of the World," "God and Ideas of 
God," "The Limits of Free Will," "Inspiration," "Atonement," 
"Natural and Supernatural," "Science and Mystery," "Reasonable 
Prayer," are lighted up with shrewd spiritual insight and happy liter- 
ary expression. 

The author's own position is unique and suggestive. A man of the 
most positive faith, to whom what he said of Browning was applicable, 
" He believed, from his heart, that Christ revealed God, and was person- 
ally the divine son of God, in a sense a great deal deeper and a great deal 
more vivid and personal than most orthodox Christians ;" who says, "I 
am not ashamed to feel far more sympathy with the nobler aspects of 
unbelief than with the ignobler and shiftier aspects of so-called faith ;" 
one who prizes the recital of a creed as an act of intellectual worship 
which fortifies the soul, yet who favors the frank confession by all 
thinking laymen of the points on which they find difficulty in accept- 
ing creeds ; one who finds the truest explanation of the shortcomings 
of skepticism in our generation in the faults of the orthodoxy of the 
previous generation ; a man who delights in the keenest intellectual 
gymnastics, yet deprecates the tendency to " habitual inhabiting of a 
merely intellectual world ; " a believer in miracle, yet who refuses to 
pin his faith to every particular event supposed to be such ; a strenu- 
ous antagonist of every form of unbelief, yet so unwilling to call any 
man an atheist that he says : "To speak of those who do not themselves 
see God as 'living without God in the world' is itself atheism. You 
might as well suppose that before the atmosphere was recognized as 
having weight and substance, men who did not know the difference 
between it and a vacuum lived without the air they breathed ; " he is 
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admirably fitted to lead the reader through the intricate labyrinth of 
recent religious speculation into the promised land of a faith at once 
intellectually clear and spiritually deep. 

The man who can afford but few books should never buy a sketchy 
book of any kind. The man who wishes to make his theological 
library complete cannot afford to leave out this book of contemporary 
controversial comment on the most significant spiritual movements of 
the last third of the nineteenth century. 

William DeWitt Hyde. 

Bowdoin College, 
Brunswick, Me. 



Griechische Gotterlehre, in ihren Grundziigen dargestellt. 
Von Otto Gilbert. Leipzig : Verlag von Eduard Avenarius, 
1898. Pp. iii + 516. M. 10. 

Here is a work of erudition and imagination all compact, and it 
would be no easy thing to say which of the two predominates. Cer- 
tainly no more venturesome excursion into the upper air of old Greek 
thought has recently been made, nor has any earlier aeronaut taken in 
more ballast. Since Max Miiller determined that mythology was a 
mere disease of language, and so unlocked the secret of the universal 
sun-myth — a solution in good part anticipated by Theagenes of 
Megara four and twenty centuries ago — we have had nothing 
more consistent and thoroughgoing than this theogony of Otto 
Gilbert. 

Short work he makes of the crass old mythology : " Es hat keine 
Gotter gegeben, die auf der Erde sich umhergetrieben, am irdischen 
Weine sich berauscht, auf irdischen Bocken und Stieren geritten, mit 

irdischen Dingen Spiel und Unfug getrieben haben Das 

Leben der Gotter ist ein himmlisches : am Himmel ziehen sie ihre 

Bahnen ; aus der Hohe des Himmels offenbaren sie sich 

Mythen sind Erzahlungen von den Geschehnissen seiner Gotter, die 
'heiligen Geschichten' von den Personen des Himmels." (P. 3.) 

In short, the religion of the oldest Hellene is a pure Himmels- 
glaube. He regards the blue vault above him as a divine person, from 
whom all blessings flow and all bane as well ; for Heaven himself is 
ruled by two eternally warring powers, Darkness and Light. This is 
the Hellenic trinity : the Heaven-Father (Zeis waryp) and his offspring 
Darkness and Light, two persons manifest in many forms and under 
many names ; and about this trinity revolves the total life of heaven. 



